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A WORTH-WHILE GIFT—You can make
your friends hoppy every day In the
year by wmending them = subseription
to THE RICHMOND TIMEH:.-DIS!'ATCI!

“God Bless Us Every One!"

HOUSANDS of homes, that otherwise

would have known little of the joy of
Christmas, are happy to-day because of what
has been doue by Richmond men and js'qmen.
The Associated Charities, the Salyation” Army,
the Community Christmas Tree Committee, the
Bov Scuuts, the churches and various fraternal
and social organizations have been active,
They have been the agents, in many cnses, of
modest helpers who have been content to re-
main in the background.

It is a noble and beneficent work, as well
to those who give ae to those who receive.
Even though it endure but a day, its influence
lives and lingers. Humanity should be
grateful for this season of gladoess and help-
fulness, when it emerges from Its shell and
the gross limitations of self. )

On behalf of those into whose sordid lives
happiness has gone to-day, to all whose gen-
erous giving and active helpfulness have
made that visit possible, the spirit of Christ-
mas speaks the words of Tiny Tim: “God

bless nu every one.

Richmond Gets a Real Present

ICHMOND banks will pay their share-
holders at the beginning of next year
just 2%01,767.50, which is a New Year's
present that even in prospect ought to add
to the happiness of Christmas Day. Those
of us who are not fortunate enough to own
any bank stock will derive our comfort from
the faet that the dividend is within a few
hundred dollars of that paid on or about Jan- |
uary 1, 1914, and the further fact that one |
bank, wlose directors have not yet acted,
probably will increase the total above the
carlier record.

Evidently the depresgion has had no seri-
ous effect on the city's financial institutions.
They have earned substantially thelr accus-
iomed dividend. New {nstitutions have en-
tered the banking field and the allled fleld
occupied by the trust company, and are mak-
ing a substantial bid for business. Here is
enough to make the pessimist ashamed of
himself and give the optimist renewed con-
fidence in the city's enduring prosperity.

At r the Ladies

NCLE SAM ig a4 daring old man. Not con-

tent with calling on the more fortunate

of his subicti€ for « frank statement under

the income tax act, he now demands that

Everyvman's wife's income be alep set forth

with equal frankness, Without deducting a

cent of any sort, save that actually pald in

other taxes, Milady must walk right up and
confess,

Miludy objects—1that is, eome of her does

"almost undreamed of in any earlier age of

fanatical opponents of flesh food. Vege-
tarian nations are pretty much decadent
nations.

It is truo that even before the war broke
out we were warned that the propagation of
food animals was not keeping pace with our
population, but the European conflict must
be held chargeable for bringing the crisis so
near. If the draln continues, as it shows
every sign of doing, it is not impossible that
the government would impose so heavy an
export tax on meat in all forms that the
supply would be kept at home, since our first
duty is to feed ourselves. Such action would
stretch, the two years which the government
official has allowed, but it would not afford,
any permanent relief. That can only come
through an increased production of stock.

Even vegetarians wear shoes made of
leather, or think thgy do, and there is no
cult, so far as we know, which claims that
sound health is only possible to those who
walk unshod. Therefore, the country will
be unanimous in regarding with some dread
the possibility or probability of paying $10
for a pair of shoes. We have grown accus-
tomed to cheaper and better shoes than any
other country in the world, and, ai'ngulnrly
enough, the price of footwear has remained
practically stationary, while that of the food
produets of cattle has heen steadily going up.

The Last War Christmas? |

HIS is not the first Christmas that has
come and gone with God's creatures
engaged in bloody war—not the first day of
‘“‘peace on earth and good will to men' when
the hymns of peace were swallowed up in
the clash of arms, the triumphant paean of
vietorious hosts, the wailing of the vanquished
and dying, and the will to do good was
throttled by the will to devastate and slay.

This Is not the first Christmas to have its
sweet promise transformed into a mockery |
and all its gentle intendment become a thing
for the doubter's sneer and the eyhic's scorn.

But it may be the last!

From every capital of the warring powers
come expressions of determination to fight
to the last gasp of the last man. That will
not be done, of course, but every indication
18 that the struggle will be prolonged, the
destruction of treasure incalculable and the
destruction of life on a scale unknown and

the world’s history.

When the i#sue is decided, Europe will be
prostrate—the conquerors will have suffered
scarce less than the conquered. Surely it is
not too much to hope that this dreadful price
that has been paid will have been sufficient
to indicate the folly of great armaments, the |
menace of secret diplomacy, the threa#® not
only to peace, but to real national greatness,
that inheres in national jealousies.

Is it folly or weakness to helieve that this
cruel sacrifice of what is best and noblest
in her manhood may bring Europe to her

senses? Is it mere sentimentality that in-
spires the thought that the tears of the !
widowed and the fatherless—hundreds of
thousands, perhaps millions, of them—will
wear away the bloodstained altars of the god
of war?

This year of grace nineteen hundred and
fourteen will be forever an evil vear in the
history of the race, unless this dream of
dreams comes true. But if the war now so
relentlessly waged shall prove to be the last |
war, or even the last great war, its pitiful
vietims will not have laid down their lives
in vain. They will have performed the great-
est service for humanity since He whose birth
we acclaim to-day died on the cross.for the
gins of a wicked world.

Adding to the Horror.

AS IF the ordinary horrors of this extra-

ordinary war were not enough, the
British are now telling of an amazing number
of men going erazy in the trenches. Living
constantly under artillery fire, unable to fight
back, and waitlng, walting, waiting day and
night for some move that will be a relief
from the monotony of comstant per!l in inac-
tion, thelr minds simply simk under the strain,
and they rave.

Disability without a single mark of lead or
steel, shattered nerves, disordered and de-
ranged physical functions, fright to the polnt
of a wild hysteria—all these things are filling
the hospitals and sending men home, while
out yonder where those in the trenches can
do nothing but hope for an order to charge
and die, rather than lie still, the dull hoom-
Ing of distant guns goes on and on in brute !
ohedlence to the primal instinet,

It's bad enough, at the best it can be
made—but with insanity added to everything
else, the tragedy of it all passes understand-
ing, baffles belief, Wasn't it Oom Paul
Kruger who eaid that the South African War |

tor do) and will continue to object, perhaps.
Oine ohjection is based on the fact, in non-
suffrage States, that this 18 a sort of direct
taxation without direct representation. Anoth-
er is that no woman likeg to tell any man what |
she has in her handbag.  Another, and by
far the most earnest objection, is that milady

ie coustitutionully eoppored to paying out
money  unless she c¢an  have gomething
wrapped up and delivered for it

It will be fnteresting, if possible, to com-
pare 1he tax dodging of men and women

under the income act.  Fvery port of entry
seems to have more trouble with women than
with men in the matter of smuggling, which
i3 a speeies of tax dodging. New York
springs & new feminine smuggler eVery now

and then, and most of them arn ladies of
high degree. some of whom have heen
humiltated and one or two even jalled for |

the omense. Wi these, and other women of |
wealth, honestly declare thelr incomes for
the accommodation of the old gentleman
with the goutee who usks disconcerting ques-
tions?

Quien sshe”?  Far be it from us to predict,
for we have never understood women, and
make no lofty pretensions,

Meut and Shoes

FTER five weeks' tour through the
meat-raising States, the statisticlun of
the Department of Agriculture is reported as
saying that the drain of cattle caused by the
war Is so great that meat at 0 cents a pound
and shoes ut $10 a palr are “#mong the cheer-
ful possibilities for this country within two
years. Statistical gentlemen are not charnc- |
teristically ¢lther sensatlonalists or alarm-
iats, 8o it §s something more than poesible

that this predietion 1s based on fact.

If the price of meat does climb as high us
the government official predicts, (t 18 ubvious
that the diet of the people wil undergo a
radical change and compulsory vegetariang
will be vastly increased in number, a pros-
poct that will bring satisfaction to a few |
and discontent to the great majority. 'The
charge that Americans oat too much meat {g

 4n old one, but the threat that the bulk of |
the population may goon eat no meat at all |
18 not likely to hearten any but the most

i

would “stagger humanity'? Well, that was |
staggering in its time, with 300,000 English- |
men in close formation fighting Boer guerrillas |
over the stretching veldt, but these men were
fighting—running, riding, stabbing, shooting,
acting—and over yonder men are just lying
in the trenches, going crazy.,

Is humanity vet staggered, or ‘are we he-
coming accustomed to it?

= e

Credit for the Germans
MERICA sent a lot of foodstuff to the
suffering Belglans. In London the re-
lHef commission held a meeating - about {t.

}Herbert ©. Hoover, ¢hairman of the commis-
sion, sald:

I wlsh 1o make elear, with emphagls,
thut the Germana are not interfering
with the distributlion of this fond. Nnt
one mouthful Las gone down a Grerman
threat yet, and I don't helleve It will

With all the fears that had heen expressed
that the Germans would profit chiefly by
humanitarien efforiz to help the Belgians,
that 18 very gratlfylng. “'rue, the argument
remains that America, hy feeding the Pelgian
refugees, has relieved Germany of that. tank
to an extent, and to that extent Germany (s
able to reserve s own food eupplies for {ts
soldlers.  But that Germany has kept handas
off the relief supplies and has not aven trled
to dictate the manner of distribution will
#atlify a great many carping critics of a
fine act,

Incldentally, when Brand Whitlock comes
home tome day, his people ought to show that
they are proud of him. e |8 the former
NeEWSpaper man, splendid Mayor, fine, up-
standing minister, who started the Belglan

relief movement. He wounld make a credi-
table Senntor,

Those who did thelr Christmas shopping
carly may feel this morning that they have
udded to the happioess of thousands of store
employes.  That consideration ought to make

thelr own Christmas a brighter and merrfer
day.

————
The Weather Man did his level hest to

make the day look like the pictures on the
Christmas cards,

 —— o

SONGS AND SAWS

Let's Maveo a Real One.
Come, lot'a put every grouch away
And banlsh all reviling; .
Makeo it an old-time Christmas Day,
With every visage smiling.

Lot prohibitionists confess
Not every foe's a grafter,
And let rum demonisls suppress
Their ghrill satiric lnughter.

Let jingoes thoir fool ravings bar
That Bryan Is a tralitor,

And frienda of peace not ecall T. R.
"A reckless agitator.”

Perhaps the highest limit goes
In this real Chriatmas weather,

And Democrats, with party foes,
May jubllate Together.

Yes, let's put every grouch away
And banish all reviling;

Make It an old-time Christmas Day,
With every visage smiling,

Ready (for Revenge.

The Hunter (medlitpting)—
Perhaps I'l Pot find rRny other
game to-day, but I'll be sure
to take o, shot at the first per-
son who tries to tell me about
the fun he had at Christmas
times when he was n little
boy and how the holiday has
dlcgenorated steadily ever
sihce,

Unpardonable.

He—Are you and Miss Tawkalot as good
frlends as you were?

She—I should say not. I showed her some
of the Christmas presents I had collected, and
she went around telling folks what I Intended
to glve.

He—Well?

She—Those folks have sent me presents not a
bit better than the things I sent them.

Uncle Zach's Phillosophy.
Yessuh, dis am a rale Crismus Day.
been roun’ ter see some er meh wite frens, and
dey hab recelbed me wid jes de right sperrit,
Ah can feel et en meh ole bones now,

Ah doneo

The Problem.

Falling, falling,

The bedutiful snows
Chilling, Mlling,

Streets here belowr;
Creeping, heaping,

Drifts In a row—
It's fine, I opine;

But what I would know
Is, who will cut throug'

This beautiful snow?

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

The humorist of the editorlal nages of the
Petersburg Index-Appeal Bays: "“A New Jerusey
man who has used tobacco nearly all his life
and for many vears ran a dlstillery, will to-day
celebrate his 1024 birthday. If his hablts had
been good, he would have hopes of a long life”
The polnt of that joke would never be dis-

cerned by Methuselgh, even If he had survived
it

"The Kalser's forces on land and sea are
keeplng the German apologiats In this country
pretty busy,” the Bristol Herald-Courler re-
marks, which reminds us that racent naval
operations make It Imposslble for the Pacific
Ocean to live up to Its name.

“A woman prophet in Paris advertises to
furnish prophecies of the war and of the fate
of the Kaiser for 2 cents,” the Norfolk Virgin-

| lan-Pllot notes, but overlooks the fact that the

seeress is teking long chances on her reputation,
which has a commercial value. The Kulser has

been acting as If he doesn't care what beécomes
of himself.

The Front Royal Sentinel heralds the ap-
proach of a distinguished wvisitor: *It is re-
ported that Windy Jim will spend the winter in
the Fork., His brother-in-law, S. R. Winsbur-
row, has a ton of pork lald by for hard times.
If the report be true, Mr. Winsburrow will not
have a pouynd of it left by the 1st of March'
The Fork is walting for him, but Mr., W, Jim
will, of course, be expected to bring his own
knife.

The Norfolk l.edger-Dispatch sets forth that
“The milk of human kindness does not freeze
at Christmas time,” and does not pause to re-
fleet that it may be freely pumped just llke the
other kind.

Discussing the tax problem, the Newport News
Press glves the members of the General As-
sembly this bit of advice: “The paramount is-
sue, therefore, ia uniform assesgment: and the
way to obtain it Ig for the Leglalature to have
avery parcel of repl estate flrat listed at ite
gelling priece.” The way to distingulsh between
the market value and the owner's eelling prite
will he explained later, of course, to eager In-
nquirers.

“If the hunter will observe the gamse laws
himself and make the game hog observe them,
there will he no necessity for extraordinary
game preservation efforts,” the Lyfichburg Ad-
vance argues. 1In brief, IL la only Necessury
that ths hunter be game.

Current Editorial Comment

A new argument for fractlional

Fractlional c0!nage is possibly to be found
Currency " the novel application to taxes

of the penny-in-the-slot prin-
Argument .i51..  The emergency taxlon

telephone messages applies only
to calla costing 16 cents or more, and the fiat
1-cent tax, which gives a trifllng rate on ex-
pensive messages, is rather high, over 6 per
cont, in the case of the Jeast costly Messnges,
It 18 probahly the general publle which has to
pay for the most part the higher rate, for the
16-cent call ls but a slight extenslon of the
ordinary city or suburban service, and ls much
used for ordinary affairs, whereas really long-
distance telephoning i8 « lugjry by ne means
so freely indulged fn, Whilejthe slot machine
has been accuacd of temptlng the publlo inte
waste, and sheer ennul does seem to tempt peo-
ple Into using up thelr loosc coppers In buying
unnecessnary things or gratifylng an  idle
curloaity about thelr welght, none the less In
the long run it I8 educating them in the value
of small colnas for which Americans have had a
traditlonal contempt. A tax payable wlith a
despised copper cent Is likely to completg that
gducation, und the very people who lighten their

“pnckets at the slot machines may yet be oalling

for a %-cent plece to lighten the awful burden
of texetion.—HBpringfeld Republican.

Chalrman Hilles does but his
duty when he predicts a sweep-
ing victory for the Republicans
fn 1916. One of the responsibili-
ties of his position is declding
Just when to prophesy. HBut he
Is not well advised in golng into details, such
as naming the Issug. Not all of the members
of his party aro certain that they want it to
be the turiff. Who Ia the great tariff protagonist
now? One Boles PFenrose, of tarift-devoted
IPennaylvanian. Would Mr. Hilles regard without

G. 0. P.in
. Bearch of
an Issue

‘mecret uneasiness the nomination of the Henator

for Presldent? Or has he forgotten the traln
of eventa that followed the last attempt of his
party to revisd the tariff? Would he llke to
liva ovdr the timme when Republicans In House
and Henate were craftily urged by thelr oppon-
ente to eay in Intelligible language whother
revision meant revislon up or revislon down?
More cautious RepubMcans will hope that the
ghost of the Payne-Aldrich blll may not he
conjured up quite yet, and wlill deem (t wiser
to watch nnd pray for a less dangerous lssuo,
ke hard times. It 1a still some distance to
the next prenldential cimpalgn, and who knowe
what may develop hy then? A year from now
wo mny be in the midet of a discusslon of tho

-

powors of thoe Federal Trade Commisslon, or
Presldent Wilson's part in urranglng an armis-

tice among the Buropean powers.—New York
Evening DPost.

! There are evidences already
Railroaa

that the rate Incroulsu will do

much to restore American Indus-

?ﬁ"’}on try to something approximating
CIMINE  jts  wonted activity. Alread
Chicago and B8t. Louls repo

that Inrge establishments engaged In the manu-
facture of rallwny suppllies are prepared to
augment thelr forces to take care of ordera
that are cxpocted to be In hand before the
Noew Year, and Information of similar character
may be looked for every day from thils time on.
There 18 no way to estimate what rallroad
properties and equipment have suffered during
the past year through depreclation, but there
is now In prospect much In the way of repalr
and renewal to be undertaken jJust as soon as
money can be found to pay the cost, Many of
the great IBastern lines are expected to restore
much of thelr old-time service, which forced
economy compelled them to curtall, and though
it Is not probable that there will be full re-
sumption of old schedules until there has been
A more general revival of buslness throughout
the country, thousands of rallroad employes
who have been long ldle will soon be At work
again—Houston Post.

War News Fifty Years Ago

(From the Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 25, 1864.)

With the telegraphie wires all down to the
far south, to the southwest and to the west,
there Is no war news to be obtalned. The War
Department of the Confederate States government
may have all kinds of news, but It is not letting
It out just nt this tlme. The department may
be taking a Christmas hollday. Who knows?

Christmas, the season of merry-making, that
used to be ushered In with the fring of poace-
ful guns, approaches onve agaln, Its ndvent
signnled now by the sound of hoatile cannon,
the re-echo of three painful years, Instead of
coming in accordance with the Divine Injunc-
tlon—the harbinger of “Peace on earth and good
wlill among men”—the day presents war, ar-
rayad battallons marching and countermarching
across a domaln of country greater than all
Europe, and two nations of kith and kin at
dendly strife, with desolation, subjugation and
death arrayed ngalnst a people determined to,
be free. The hiatrlonic stars that sang together
on that blisaful morn the Lord was
born are velled and hid In thoe sombre war
cloud rolling over a continent. A ocountry at
strife and engaged In a struggle for political
existence, an existence dearer than physical |
lite, It ia not to be expected wlll glve much
care or concern to the passing festivitiea of a
holldny, sacred even as those of Christmas.

Battles, the most bloody and sangulnary of
any waged within the nineteenth century, have
been fought within the year, now hastening to
its eventful close. Throughout the Bouthland
the evergreen and eypress that heretofore
decked the chancels of the Christlan church lle
faded upon the altars of the dead, and the tapers
that lit the way are wasted In fruitless watches
o'er the bier.

Scores of those who, In the hlgh Christmas
time of last year, llfted the bumper and drank
in sllence to those then, gons before have
themselves fallen upon the field, and there |s
a vacuum in 10,000 hearts and around a thou-
sand hearthstones of the Old Domlinion. A cry
of orphanage and distress |ls sounding through
the land, and a host of those who saw “Christ-
mas at home' last year will seek in valn for a
comfortable subslstence upon thia occaalon of
Its unblessed return. Yet, notwithstanding the
red curtain of wer haa fallen wupon the
scene the good people of thls good clity |
have resolved to celebrate the natal day of the
Dedeemer with all the rellglous fervor and
Christian phllosophy that can be harmonlously
blended with temperances,

Queries and Answers

Prolific Writer.

Can you tell me what Engllsh writer has
published the greatest number of books?

o R. Fi. BARBER. -

Danlel Defoe is conslderad to have done no.
Most of his writings were of the sort to which
the name “pamphlet” ls generally glven, and
very many of them contalned only a few pages,
and took somewhat the place of the present
newspaper In the dlscussion of current events.
But reckoning everything with a title-page to
be a bhook, Defoe's 1llst 1s the longest In English
literature.

Archer-Ilitchle Quarrel.

Please tell me the particulars of the old-time

difficulty between W, 8. Archer and the Ritchles.
RGY SR,

Briefly, Senator Archer folt aggrieved by a
publication in the Enquirer, and made an attacl,
on Thomas Rlitchle. The younger Rlitchle, Wil-
liam I7,, heard of It, and before seelng hls father,
assaulted Archer, who chnllenged him. James
¥, Pleasants, of great influeance with Archer, in-
duced him to withdraw the challenge on the
ground that Ritchle had performed an act of
duty which publie oplinlon required at his hands,
ete, and the matter was at last dropped.

A Prayer for Peace.
The windrows of uneounted sons,
WIith stark, ungeelng, upturned eyes—
Drend harvest of ten thousand guns,
Whosa ravening thunders shake the skles;
The crumbled eitles, shell-torn Innds,
Where starving ]"IEU'[].'I(I‘IB. homeless, hide;
Tho erphaned children’'s helpless hands,
Wan victima of the nations' pride—
All these, O Lord, to Theo appeal,
Invoka Thy omnipresent nid:
Crushed under War's ensanguined heel,
A world In erimson ruln is lald,

Bid thou the warring millions ceass,
Proclalm thyself as prince of peacs!
CHARLES HALL DAVIS,
Petarsburg, Va.,, Christmas, 1914,

Kipling on the Alliance.

{(Tha London Times printed several ysars ago a poem
by Nudyard Kipling, 1L was the most outapoken con-
demnation of the Hritlsh al'lnnce with Germany in the
Venezuelan matter that had then urnanrad and has a
specinl Interest at this time. It s culled “The Row-
ers,” und Is as follows:)

The banked oars fell, an hundred strong,

And backed and threshed and ground;

But bitter was the rowers' song

Ag they brought the war bont round.

They had no heart for the rally and roar
That makes the whaleback smoke
When the great blades cleave and hold and
leave
As one on the racing stroke. ey
They sang: “What reckoning do ye keep,
And ateer her by what atar,

If we come unscathed from the Southern deep
To be wrecked on o Baltle bar?

‘“Last night ye swore our voyage was done;
But gserward still we go;

And ve tell us now A secrat vow
Ye have made with an open foe,

“That we must llo off a lightleas coast
And haul and back and veer
At the will of the breed that have wronged us
most
For a year and a year and a year.

“Thera was never a shame In Chriastendls
They lald not to our door;

And yve say we must take the winter sea,
*And sall with them once more,

"Look south! The gale Is scarce o’erpast
That stripped and lay ua down

When we stood forth. But they stood fast,
And prayed to ses us drown.

“The dead they mocked are scarcely cold:

* Our wounds are bleeding yet;

And ye tell us now that our strength is sold
To help them press for a debt.

‘*Nenth all the flags of mankind
Thal use upon the seas,

Was there no other fleet to find,
That yo strike hands with these?

“0f evil times that men ocould chooss
On evil fate to fall,

What brooding judgment let ye loose
To pick the worst of all?

LY
“In slght of peace from the narrow Beas,
O'er half the world to run
With a cheated crew, to league anew
With tho Goth and the shameless Hun?"

-
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The Biggest Thing in the World

One of the Day's Best Cartoons. =
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=From Nnarhville Tennessean,

BRITISH EMBARGO ON CRUDE RUBBER

The Rubber Club of Amerlca, which
Includes in 1ts membership the leading
rubber manufacturers and importers of
the United States, has given out the
followlng statement of the serlous st~
uation which the Amerlean rubber in-
dustry faces on account of the British
embargo on crude rubber:

A situation of the utmost gravity
confronta the American rubber manu-
facturing Industry as a result of the
absolute embargo placed by the British
government on the exportation of crude

i
|

]
:

rubber from Great Britaln and her col- |

onles. Roughly speaking, this means
the cutting oft of over 5) per cent of
the normal supplies of crude rubber
required by the Industry in the United
Stutes, Unless England consents to

At least a partial removal of this em- |

bargo at an early date, 1t wlill mean
many ldle men In rubber manufacturing
centres, and
the price of all articles manufactured
of rubber, from automoblle tires to
rubber bands.

The reason for Great Britain's drastic
action is to be found In her determing-

a substantlal increass in |

tion to prevent Germany and her allles |

absolutely from obtnilning any of the
crude rubber grown on the great plan-
tations in the Britlsh colonles of Cey-
lon and the IFederated Malay States.
slittos,

The importance of rubber In the
present war ls evident from the exton-
sive use of automoblles for all kinds
of Lransport, as well as rubber fool-
wenr, ground sheets, clothing and bal-
loon fubriea,

Germany s willing to pay almost uny
price to obtain crude rubber, and It is
only natural that Great Britaln should
take cvery precautlon to prevent rub-
ber from reachlng her enemles. Never-
theless, It is felt by the Ameriean rub-
ber Industry that her interests would
be thoroughly protected by guaranties
ngulnst the re-exportation of rubber,
which both manufacturers and Imporg-
cry are willing to give. Under the cir-
cumstances It seems that Great Britain
Is placing an unnecessary hardship on
rubber manufacturers in thia coumtry,

Hubber Treatment ns Contraband.

During the early dayas of October,
England hbegan to treat cryde rubber
as contraband of war, and about the
same time placed an embargo on all
shipmenta of rubber from her colonles
to any but English ports. This meant
that all direct shipments from Sin-
gapore and Colombo to New York were
stopped. But rubber still eame on from
London as before. On November 13
BEngland extended the embargo to apply
to all shipments of crude rubber from
all English.ports to any countries ex-
cept those of her allies. - Sinece that
time no plantation rubber has been
shipped to the Unlited States,

It was supposed that the British
government would Issue apeclal llecenses
to Amerlcan manufacturers by
they could obtain their necessary sup-
nlies, as In the case of the embargoes
on some other artleles, especlally ns
somdé manufacturers had contracted to
dellver rubber goods to the Britlsh
government,

A speclal committee of rubber mands
fucturers and importers hns been work-
ing with the State Department = at
Washington on this problem, and the
State Department is thoroughly alive
to the Importance of the situation.
Owling, huwever, to thse uncompromls-
ing attitude of the Britlsh government,
nothing has been accomplished, and
the industry and the consuming public
faces a very serlous sgituatlon.

Unlike thoe majority of our
can indunstries, the rubber industry is
entirely dependent upon crude rubber
imported from forelgn countrles, 1In
fact, the rubber industry Is probably
the lIargest business In this country
wholly dependent on raw material
brought from abroad. This makes the
cutting off of her principal source of
supply doubly serious.

England and her allles eannot use
more than one-third of the world's to-
tal production of rubber. On thls ac-
count, and also because the rubber
growers In the Far last are largely
dependent on the United States market,
it has caused no little wonder that tha
British government has refused to let
supplles come forward to manufac-
turers in the United States upon thelr
glving proper guarantles agalnst re-
exportation, If this attitude s per-
slsted In the only reasonable Inforence
is that England !s trying to use this
kind of pressure to obtaln concesslons
to whieh our government cannot ac-
cede.

Present Sources of Supply.

At the present time the only sources
of supply for Amerlean manufacturers
are HSouth America, Mexleco and Africa.
The Brazillan rubbers are normally
considered more expensive, apd the Afrl-
can and Mexlean rubbers are of Infe-
rlor quality, Six or seven years ago the
greater part of the erude rubber usad
In this country came from Brazll, On
account of the Increased consumptlon,
due largely to the manufacture of au-
tomoblle tires, production sinece that
time haa been Increased by the addl-
tion of the cultivated rubber of the Far
East, until at the present time 60 per
cent of the crude rubber used in Ameri-
can faclories comes from the British
emplre. Durlng this time econsump-
tion has fully kept pace with the In-
crensed supplics.

The normal consumption of rubber
in the Unlled Stateas at the present time
is about 60,000 tons annually., Of thias
amount about 35,000 tons Is plantation
rubber, which normally sells from
about 46 cents to 66 cents a pound.
Already the embargo has forced the

-

Ameri-

o i A,

which-®

price up to
about
dny {8 consumed in the United Btates.
On account of thia great {ncrauo In
cost of rubber and its collateral re=

sults the Increased c~st to the indus-

try Is approximately $250,000 per day.!
A8 Lo what the ultimate per diem cost)
to the Industry will be, If the present
embargo is allowed to remain, no one;

can prediet.

It Is not only In the Increased prices
of rubber goods that the people of the

United States will suffer through this}

seeiningly unwarranted
125,000 people are directly
oemployed in the rubhe
Industry. Already,
Ing up of mills due
plles,

or Indirectly
r manufacturing
owing to the slow-
to the lack of sup-

Akron
country

alone,
as

known

throughout
the

Rubber City, 26,000

people are emiployed In the rubber fac-h

torles, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode
Island and Massachusetts are impor-
tant rubber manufacturing States. Un-
less some arrangement with the Brit-
ish government Is arrived
effect on this Important |
bhe far reachlng, and
throughout the country

ndustry will
the consumers
will be obliged

to pay increased prices for all rubberk

goods,

The Old and the
New Christmas

BY A SOCIETY LEADER.
Who does not, at times, feel a
timental longing for

sen-
the Christmas

of long ugo—the kind of Yuletide de-

lightfully deplcted In Christmas cards
and Chrietmas numbers? Outslde, a
apotless sheet of snow, sllvered over
with a frail, fantastic frost. here and
there the reddest of roblne perching
on a leafless bough. Inslde, drawn
curtains, a happy famlly group, grand-
father, grandmother, father, mother,
children, grandchlldren, unecles, aunts,
couslna (once, twice, yen, even thrics
removed)—all seated ruund a glgantle
fire, in a holly-and-mistletoe lamp-1it
atmosphere of love and jence.
Domestlec incomputibility seems "ta
have been unknown In those days,
People had not yvet developed “temper-
aments” or nerves. There wore no
aunts whom nleces "couldn't stand,'
no uncles whom they abhorred, no cous
sing who were absolutely antipathetjo,

no rivalry between youthful-looking
maothers and grown-up daughters. The
proverb that “hlood s thicker than

water” was omunlpotent In Its opera-
tions, and the mera fact of kinship was
A cement strong enough to hind the
most heterogeneous company In happy
necord.

Father and big brothers and tha
grown-ups of the family generally
were, In these jolly days, always will-
ing to abnegate their own pleasures
for the sake of the little ones. Uncla
dressed himsclf up as Father
mas, while father metamorphosed him-
aelf into a grizzly bear or Aomething
clse equally full of dangerous delight
to childish hearts.

Now highly-pald professionals have

taken the place of these families' pur- °

vevors of jollity, Complicated con-
Jurors are ushered into the centre of
the home circle,

The “funny man" of the party i{s no
longer a friend of the family. I{e has

probably been hired for a considerabla |

feo.

The modern child, petted and pampa
ared, despises the “home-made” enters
talnment. The antics of Uncle George
or the horseplay of Uncle George bore
him exceedingly. Nothing short of n
“professional'’ satlsfies him. IFurthere
more, the growing tendency to entere
tain large house parties at Christmas,
In which are Included many who are
outside the family circle, has alsp been
Inatrumental in diminlshing the inti~
mate home feeling which was the
prominent feature of the Christmaa
party of thirly or forty yeanrs ago,
Then, again, the reatless splrit of the
age has not Leen unproductive' of ef~
feet. Many fly to the South, In order
to eat thelr Christmas pudding under
sunnier skies.

However, there is something to be
sald for the gradual change which has
crept over our Christmas customs. In
some respects, the modern may bhe the
excellent way.

Many famllles who ara exceodingly
devoted to one another have no Inter-
est or affection to spare for any one
outside the bonds of blood relationship.
At present there s every Indication
of the development of a wider point
of view. 1In anyv case, the breaking
away from traditlon may be taken as
an Index of the growth of a capacity
for Individual thinking,

France Spcaks, )
(Philadelphia Public Ledger.)
Where she (France) won her greatw
est glory wns In the dark days of Auw
gust and Saptembor, when her fate
hung in the balance. A degenerate nae
tion, a frivolous nation, a nation thag
had. lost its high {deals, could not
have had the patlence, the relf-control,
the stern resolution which such A orlsls
demanded. Of all the contending powe
érs, none has surpassed her in the
qualitics which 1ift mankind above the
boasts of the fleld that perish,

about 80 cents, Hortnnny-{’
200 tons of crude rubber per,

embargo. Fullyj

It has been necessary to lay offHl

I good many employes, In the clty ofg

thed

at soon thell
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